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GREAT TRIUMPH OF THE AMERICAN AKM8.

Since our last publication we have received the
news of a victory which has shed a crowning lustre
on the military annals of our country. The forti¬
fied city of Vera Cruz and the Castle of San Juan
d'Ulua, one of the strongest fortresses in the world,
have surrendered to the American forces under
Major General Winfield Scott. Although the
character of that veteran and distinguished com¬

mander, the strength and good appointment of his
forces, and the admirable judgment, combination,
and vigor with which his preliminary measures

had been taken, had inspired the strongest hopes of
his ultimate success, yet we were hardly prepared
for a triumph so prompt, so brilliant, so complete,
and, above all, with so little sacrifice of liieon our

side. This last circumstance makes the event pre¬
eminently honorable and doubly welcome to us.

But great, we are sorry to learn, was the carnage in
the ill-fated city. This terrible carnage Gen. Scott,
with that humanity which is so distinguishing and
bright a trait in his character, sought in vain to-

avoid, and gladly arrested the first moment that the
enemy gave him the power to do so. The public
press rings with praises of this signal victory, and
of the skill and courage by which it has been achiev¬
ed. Party enmity itself is forgotten in admira¬
tion of those high attributes of judgment, perse¬
verance, and valor in the veteran commander whose
youthful sword gave victory to the arms of his
country thirty-three years ago, and whose life of
service is now crowned with an achievement of
such surpassing splendor. From the comments of
the press we will make but a single extract, and
that from the New York Evening Post, (for such is
the rapidity with which science has furnished the
means of transmitting intelligence that we have had
the news of this important event already returned
to us from that city.) The Post, with great justice
and appropriateness, remarks as follows :

"The more we look into these imperfect details, bo much
the inure signal and brilliant the achievement appears. If we
take into consideration the quiet preparation and equipment of
this powerful fleet and army ; their almost simultaneous arrival
from different quarters at the seat of action ; the skilful dis¬
embarkation of twelve thousand men without the smallest
accident; the investment of the city, and the speedy surrender
of one of the strongest castles in the world to our forces, which
had lost only sixty-five men, the enterprise from first to last
will stand forth in the history of m xlern nations unrivalled in
the .skiI fulness of its management or the completeness of its
success."

Instead of crowding our paper with all the official
papers relating to this brilliant achievement which
the Department has laid before the public, We select
only such portion of them as give all the material
facts of the bombardment, and the Terms of Ca¬
pitulation ; placing first in order, however, a brief
summary of the operations that led to the results
which these papers communicate. We deem it a

proper introduction to them, for which 44 A Friend"
who participated in the siege has placed us under
obligations :

On the 9th of March the troops were disembarked by the
navy, four thousand being thrown on shore at the first trip,
which formed immediately, and drove in the light troops and
pickets of the enemy, and took possession of a magazine and
the hiils around Vera Cruz.
On the 13th the investment was completed, and two mor¬

tars landed.
On the 17th ten or twelve more mortars were landed.

«* On the 18th the trenches were opened at night.
On the 221 the city was summoned to surrender at 2 o'clock

P. M ; and, on refusal, a fire w*s opened from aeven mor¬

tars, which was afterwards increased to nine.
On the 24 ill the navy, having landed a battery from the

ships of three 32-pounders and three 68-pounder Paixhan
guns, opened their fire in the morning. The fire of this bat¬
tery, from its superior weight ef metal anJ the destruction it
eauaed, drew the concentrated fire of five of the enemy's bat¬
teries on it, but without effect. It silenced three forts, de¬
molishing two of them entirely. It was manned and worked
during the whole time by the ofiicers and seamen of the ships.
On the 25th a battery of four 21-pounders and two 8-inch

howitzers opened fire.
On the 26th the enemy commenced negotiations for

surrender.
On the 29th possession was taken of the city of Vera Cruz,

and Castle of Man Juan d'Ulua, the enemy marching out and
laying down their arms to the combined forces of the army
and navy. The American flag hoisted in the town and castle,
and saluted by the troops and ships.
The number of prisoners had not been ascertained, but was

estimated at 4,000, comprising, it ia supposed, some of the
enemy's best troops and many of their olficera. The numl>er
of ofiicers in the city and castle is aupposed to have been 5

generals, 18 colonels, 3T lieutenant colonel*, 6 majors, 90

captains, and 180 lieutenants.
During the sixteen days intervening between the disem-

barkation and the commencement of negotiations, there were

five days of violent northers, in which all landing of stores,
Ac. were interrupted entirely; and during the seven days ef
open trenches there were two days and nights in which it
was impossible to undertake any new works, or even, by
clearing the trenches and batteries of large quantities of drift
sand, to arrest the accumulating damage.
Our total loss in killed and wounded, from the 9th to the

29th of March, is sixty-five; of whom fourteen were of the
Navy, engaged in serving a shore battery, and fifty-wie of the
Army.
The officers killed are, Captain John R. Vinton, 2d artil¬

lery t Captain William Alburtis, 2d infantry ; Midshipman
Thomas B. Hhubrick, navy.
The officers wounded are, Lieutenant Colonel Dickinson,

South Carolina volunteers, Lieut. Augustus 8. Baldwin,
navy, slightly ; Lieut. Dnlocier Davidson, 2d infantry, slight¬
ly; Lieut. Lewis Neill, 2d dragoons, severely.all doing well.
From the 13th to the 18th, before our fire was opened, all

the work done (mounting guns, making lienches. See.) was

performed under a heavy fire of shot and shells from the castle.
On the 26th there was a heavy norther, in which twentv-

six vessels went on shore, and several had to cut away their
masts. Those which went ashore, so far as regarda the ves¬

sels and their cargoes of Government stotes, are almost all total
losses. Two that were wrecked to the windward of the castle
are said to have lost all hands.
The troops that Col. Harney engaged were rancheros.

about 300or 400, on the road between VeraCruz and Alvara-
do, and not in the direction that La Vega was supposed to be.

DESPATCHES FROM GEN. SCOTT.

Hkaikicartkr* or Tim Army,
Camp Washington, before Vera Cruz,

Mcfrrh 23, 1847.
Sir: Yeaterdsy, seven of our ten 10-itich mortars being

in baUery, and the labors for planting the remainder of our

heavy metal being in progress, I addressed, at 2 o'clock P.

M., a summons to the Governor of Vera Cruz, and, within
the two hours limited by (he liearer of the flag, received (he
overnor s unswer. Copies of the two paper* (marked re¬

spectively a and H) herewith enclosed! V

It will he perceived that the Governor, who it turns out in
the commander of both place*, chu*. against the plain terms
of the summons, to suppose me to have demanded the sur¬
render of the castle and of the city, when, in fact, from the
non-arrival of our heavy metal (principally mortar*) I waa in
no condition to threaten (he former.
On the return of the flag with that reply, I at once ordered

he seven mortar* in lottery to open upon the city. In a
ajort time the smaller vessels of Commodore Perry's squad¬
ron two steamers and five schooner*.according to previous
arrangement with him, approached the city within about a
mile and an eighth, whence, being partially covered from the
castle.an essential condition to (heir safety.they also o,>ened
a brisk fire upon tho city. This has been continued uninter- !
ruptedly, by tho mortars, and only with a few intermissions
by the vessel*, up to nine o'clock thi* morning, when the
Commodore very properly called them off from a portion too
daringly assumed.

1

Our three remaining mortars are now (12 o'clock M.) in
battery, and the whole ten in activity. To-morrow, early, if
the city should continue obstinate, batteries No*. 4 and 5
will be ready to add their fire ; No. 4 consisting of four

K,. "'
r \W0 8-inch p'ixluin *"».; .««» Ko. S

(naval battery) of three 33 poundars and three 8-inch Pais-
hans.the guns, officers, and «ilor* lan-'ed fro,., the suuad-
ron.our friends of the navy being uriremittmf in their zea¬

lous co operation, in every mode and form.
So far we know that our fire upon the city has been highly

effective particularly from the batteries of 10-inch mortar*

planted at about eight hundred yards from the city. Inclu¬
ding the preparation and defence of the batteries from the be¬
ginning.now many days.mid notwithstanding the heavy
hre of (he enemy irom the city and castle.we have only
had four or five men wounded, and one officer and one man
killed in or near the trenches That officer was Capt. John
K. Vinto.v, of the United States 3d Artillery, one of the
most talented, accomplished, and effective members of the
armv, and who was highly distinguished in the brilliant ope¬
rations .t Monterey. He fell last evening in the trenches,
where he was on duty as field and commanding officer, uni¬
versally regretted. 1 have just attended hi* honored remains
to a soldiers grave, in full view of the enemy and wiihin
reach of his gunn.

I hirteen of the long needed mortars.leaving twenty seven,
tpudes heavy guns, behind.have arrived, and two of them
landed. A heavy norther then set in (at meridian) thatstop-
ped that operation, and also (he landing of shells. Hence
the hre of our mortar batteries has been slackened since two
0 clock to day, and cannot bo rcinvigorated until we shall
again have a smooth sea. In the mean time I shall leave this
report open for journalizing events that may occur up to the
departure of the sleam ship of war the Princeton, with Com-
irmdore Conner, who, I learn, expects to leave the anchoiage
oft Sacrifices for the United Slates the 25th instant.

March 24.The storm having subsided in the night, we
commenced this forenoon, as soon as the sea became a little
smooth, to land shot, shell*, and mortars.
Tim naval battery, No. 5, was opened with great activity

£5 10aAalM Hk,;l,e SeCOIld rank °' lhe at

» hn i f
Was eont,nued 2 o'clock P. M ,

a little before he was relieved by Captain Mayo, who landed
with a fresh supply of ammunition.Captain A. having ex¬
hausted the supply be had brought with him. He lost four
sailors billed, and had one officer, Lieut. Baldwin, slightly hurt.
The mortar batteries, No.. 1, 2, and 3, have lired but lan¬

guidly during the day for the want of shells, which are now

going out from the beach.

nf !Je 77 rt!p0'U ofrCo1- Bnnkhead, chief of artillery, both

£££?&£? "hich 1 sive* <¦<

q iU'h py lNK° 4' Whicuh W,in mOUnt ^our 24-pounders and two

j r .". gU,W* 8 been ,nuch llelay«d in the handsol
the indefatigable engineers by the norther that filled up the

TTf . ,WII**"11 near|y fa-" as it could be opened by the
half-blinded laliorers. It will, however, doubtless be in full
activity early to-morrow morning.

March 25. The Princeton lieing about to start for Phila¬
delphia, I have but a moment to continue this report.

All the batteries, Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, and 6, are in awful ac¬

tivity thi* morning. The effe^is. no doubt, wv great, and
1 think the city cannot hold oV^Vrtl to day. To morrow

morning many ol the new mortar* will be in a position to add
their fire, when, or after the delay of wm>. twelve hours, if
no pro]*>*ition to surrender should be received, I shall organ
ize partie* for carrying ihe ci'y by assault. So far the defence
ha* been spnited and olwtinate.

1 enclose a copy of the memorial received last night, signed
by the Consul, of Great Britain, France, Spain, and Prussia,
within Vera lyruz, asking me to grant a truce to enable the
neutral*, together with Mexican women and children, to with

from the scene of havoc about them. I shall replv the
moment that an opportunity may lie taken, to say.1. That
a truce can only l>e granted on the application of Uoverm.r
Morales, with ¦i view to . *urrender ; 2. That in sending safe¬
guard* to the different Consuls, beginning a* far Imck as the
L 'nsta"t» I distinctly admonished them.particularly the
t rench and Spanish Consuls, and of course, through the two,
the other Consul*.of the dangers "that have followed; 3.
That although, at that date, I had already refused to allow
any person whatsoever to pass the line of investment either
way, yet the blockade had In-en I. ft open to the Consuls and

°u ..n,eU,r " ''.H" OQt to their respective ships of war up to
the 2*1 instant, and, 4th, I shall endow to the memorialists
a copy of my summons to the Governor *o show that I had
fully considered the impending hardships and d.stresses of the
place, ir,eluding those of women and ch.ldren, Wore one gun
had been hred in that direction. The intercourse between the
neutral ships of war and the city was stopped at the last men¬
tioned date by Commodore Perry, with my concurrence, which
I placed on the ground that that intercourse could not fail to
give to the enemy mural aid and comfort.

It will be seen from the memorial that our batteries have
already had a terrible effect on the city, (also known through
other sources,) and hence the inference that a surrender must
.onn IK! proposed.

In haste, I have the honor to remain, sir, with high re¬

spect, your most oliedient servant,

.
WINFIELD SCOTT.

Hon. Wm. L. Marct, Secretary of War.

H**n«iciBTtiis or the Abwt

_ ,.
.* '"itrii Status or America,

L?mP Wuhmgtan, befarc Vera Cruz, March 22, 1847.
The undersigned, Major General Scott, General in-chief of

the arm.es of the United State* of America, in addition to the
close bb.« kade of the coast and ,K>rt of Vera Cruz, previously
established by the squadron under Commodore Conner, of the
navy of the snid States, having now fully invested the said
city with an overwhelming army, so as to render it impossible
that its garrison shou'd receive from without succor or rein¬
forcement of any kmd ; and having caused to be established
batteries, competent to the s|>oedy reduction of the city, he,
the undersigned, deem* it due to the courtesies of war in like
cases, as well as the rights of humanity, to uimmon his Ex¬
cellency the (,overnor and Commander in-Ghief of (he ci(y of
Vera Cruz to surrender the same to the arms of the United
Slates of America, present before the place.
The undersigned, anxious to spare the beautiful city of

\ era Cruz from (he imminent hazard of demolition.its gal¬
lant defenders from a useless effusion of blood, and its iwace

ful inhabitants.women and children inclusive.from Ihe in¬
evitable horrors of a triumphant assault, addresses this sum¬
mons to the intelligence, the gallantry, and patriotism, noles*
than to the humanity of his excellency the Governor and Com-
mander-in-chirf of Vera Cruz.

The undersigned is not accurately informed whether both
the city of Vera Cruz and the castle of San Juan d'L'lua lie
under the command of hi* Excellency, or whether each place
has it* own inde|iendent commander; but the undersign, d,
moved by the considerations adverted to above, may be willing
to stipulate that, if the city should by capitulation be garrison¬
ed by a part nf his troops, no missile shall be fired from within
the city, or from its bastions or walls, upon the caatle, unless
the c.istle should previously fire upon the city.
The undersigned has the honor to tender to his distin¬

guished opponent, his excellency the Governor nnd Com¬
mander-in-chief of Vera Cruz, the assurance of the high re¬

aped and consideration of the undersigned.
WINFIELD SCOTT.

(B. ).TRAMSI,ATI(IJ».
I he undersigned, Commanding General of the free and

sovereign State of Vera Cruz, has informed himself of the
contents of the note which Major General Scott, general-in-
chief of the foreea of the United States, has addressed to hun
under d -te of to-day, demanding the surrender of this place
and castle of Ulua ; and, in answer, has to say, that the above-
named fortress, as well as this place, depend on his authority;
and it being his principal duty, in or.ler to prove worthy of
the confidence placed in him by the Government of the na¬

tion, to defend Mh points at all cost, to effect which he
counts upon the necessary elements, and will make it good
to the l ist: therefore his Excellency can commence his ojiera-
tions of war in the manner which he may consider most ad-
vantageous.

| The undersigned has the honor to return to the General-in-
chief of the force* of the United States the demonstration* of
esteem he may tie pleased to houor him with.

God and lilierly !
Vkra Cruz, March 22, 1847.

| .

JUAN MORALES.
To Major General Scott, general-in-chief of the forces of

the United States, situated in sight of this place.
TRANSLATION.
Vera Cruz, March 24, 1847.

The undersigned, Consuls of different foreign Powers near
the Republic of Mexico, moved by the feeling of humanity
excited in their hearts by the frightful results of the bombard¬
ment of the city of Vera Cruz during yesterday and the day
before, have the honor of addressing, collectively, General
Scott, commander-in-chief of the army of the United States of
the North, to pray him to auspund his hostilities, and to giant a

reasonable truce, sufficient to enable their respective compatri¬
ots to leave the place with their women and children, as well
as the Mexican women and children.
The request of the undersigned appears to them too con¬

formable to the existing ideas of civilization, and they have
loo high an opinion of the principles and sentiments of Gen.
Scott, not to be full of confidence in the success of this re¬

quest. They pray him to have the goodness to send back his
answer to the partementaire, who is the bearer of this, and to

accept the assurances of their respectful consideration.
T UIFFORD.

Consul d«4 sa Majestec Brttnnniqtw.
A. GLOUX,

Le Consul de sa Majeate le Roi des Franyais.
FILLIPE G. DE ESCALANTE,

El Consul de Espaiia.
HENRI D'OLEIRE,

Consul de S. M. le Roi de Prusse.

HF.AnauARTr.Rs of the Armt,
Camp Washington, before Vera Cruz,

MarrJi 22, 1847.
1 have this moment received your note of this date, inqui¬

ring whether, in my opinion, it may not lie a necessary mea¬

sure of expediency to stop for the present the intercourse here¬
tofore allowed between the neutral vessels of war ofl this coast
and the city and castle of Vera Cruz.

I promptly answer in the affirmative, considering that both
places are now blockaded by our squadron under your com¬

mand, and the city not only invested by the army, but actu-
ally under the fire of our land batteries.

i ho intercourse.the subject of your note.cannot, it seems
to me, however nautial in its intended character, on the part
of the foreign ships of war present, fail to give the'places in
question under our fire much moral aid and comfort.

With high respect, &c.
WINFIELD SCOTT.

Com. M. C. Pkrrt, U.S. N., commanding home squadron.

Proposition/or the Appointment ofCommissioners.
1 have the honor of transmitting to your Excellency the ex¬

position which has this moment been made to me by the
&enoreg Consuls of England, France, Spain, and Prussia, in
which they solicit that hostilities may be suspended while the
innocent families in this place, who are suffering the ravages
of war, be enabled to leave the city, which solicitude claims
my support; and, considering it in accordance with the rights
of alHicted humanity, I have not hesitated to invite your Ex¬
cellency to enter into an honorable accommodation with the
garrison, in which case you will please name three commia
sioners who may meet at some intermediate point to treat with
those of this'place upon the terms of the accommodation. »

With this motive I renew to your Excellency my attentive
consideration. God guard your Excelloncy, &c.
On account of the sickness of the Commanding Geni-ral,

JOSE JUAN DE LANDERO.
Major General Scott.

Heaikiuahters of the Abut,
Vera Crcz, March 29, 1847.

Sir : The flag of the United States of America floats tri¬
umphantly ovet the walla of thia city and the Castle of San
Juan d'Ulua.
Our troopa hare garriaoned both since 10 o'clo^i. It ia

now noon. Brigadier General Worth ia in command of the
two place*. . -

Article* of capitulation were aigned and exchanged, at a

late hour, night before the last. I endow a copy of the do¬
cument.

I have heretofore reported the principal incident* of the
siege up to the 25th instant Nothing of striking interest
occurTcd till early in the morning of the next day, when I re¬

ceived overtures from General Landero, on whom General
Morales had devolved the principal command. A terrible
storm ol wind and sand made it difficult to communicate with
the city, and im|>ossiti|e to refer to Commodore Perry. I
was obliged to entertain the pro|H>sition alone, or to continue
the fire upon a place that had shown a disposition to sur¬

render ; for the loss of a day, or perhaps several, could not lie
permitted. 1 he accompanying papers will show the proceed¬
ings and results.

Yesterday, after the norther had abated, and the commis¬
sioners appointed by me earjy the morning before had again
met those appointed by General Landero, Commodore Perry
sent ashore his second in command, Captain Aulick, as a

commissioner on the part of the navy. Although not in¬
cluded in my specific arrangement made with the Mexican
commander, I did not hesitate, with proper courtesy, to desire
that Captain Aulick might be duly introduced and allowed to

participate in the discussions and acts of the commissioners
who had been reciprocally accredited. Hence the preamble
to his signature. 1 lie original American commissioners were

Bievet Brigadier General Worth, Brigadier General Pillow,
and Colonel I otten. 1 our more able or judicious officer*
could not have been desired.

F have time to add but little more. The remaining detail*
of the siege ; the able co-oj>eration of the United States squad¬
ron, successively under fhe command of Commodores Conner
and Perry ; the admirable conduct of the whole army.regu¬
lars and volunteers.I should be happy to dwell upon as they
(leaerve; but the steamer Princeton, with Commodore Con¬
ner on board, is under way, and I have commenced organiz¬
ing an advance into the interior. This may be delayed a few

days, waiting the arrival of additional means of transporta¬
tion. In the mean time, a joint operation, by land and wa¬

ter, will be made upon Alvarado. No lateral expedition,
however, shall interfere with the grand movement towards the
capital.

In consideration of the great services of Colonel Totten in
the siege that has just terminated most successfully, and the
importance of his presence at Washington, as the head of the
Engineer Bureau, I entrust this despatch to his jiersonal care,
and Is'g to commend him to the very favorable consideration
of the Department.

1 have the honor to remain, sir, with high respect, your
most obedient aervant, WINFIELD SCOTT.

Hon. W. L. Marty, Secretary of War.

Articles of Capitulation of the City of Vera Cruz
and the Castle of San Juan dVlua.

Pm*W iik Hon xos,
Without the WatU of Vera Cruz, Saturday,

March 27, 1847.
Terms of capitulation agreed upon by the Commissioner*,

viz :

Generals W. J. Worth and 0. J. Pillow, and Colonel J.
G. Potten, Chief Engineer, on the part of Major General
8cott, '»cneral-in-chief of the armies of the United States ;

and Colonel Joae Gutierrez de Villanueva, Lieutenant Colonel
of Engineers Manuel Robles, and Colonel Pedro de Herrera,
commissioner* appointed by General of Brigade Don Jow-
Juan Landero, commanding in chief Vera Cruz, the castle of
San Juan d'Ulua, and their dependencies, for the surrenderto
the arms of the United States of the said foit*, with their ar¬

maments, munitions of war, gairisons, and arms.

I. The whole garrison or garrisons to be surrendered to the
arms of the Lnited States as prisoner* of war the 29th instant
at 10 o'clock A. M. t the garrisons to be permitted to march
out with all the honor* of war, and to lay down thwr arms to

such officers a* may be appointed by the general-in-chief of
the f nited State* armies, and at a |xiint to l*e agreed upon by
the commissioner*.

2. Mexican officer* shall preserve their arms ami private
effect*, including horae* and horne furniture, and to be allow-

.d, regular anil irregular officers, as al«>o the rank and file, fivo
daya to retire t> thoir respective homes on parole, an herein¬
after preacribed.

3. Coincident with the surrender, uh stipulated in article
lat, the Mexican lligaof the various f irtj an J stations shall
be struck, saluted by their own batteries ; and iinni'Hiiately
thereafter Forts Santiago and Conception and the castle of Sun
Juan d'UInq occupied by the forces of the Uuited States.

4. The rank and file of the regular portion of tho prisoners
to be disposed of, after surrender and parole, as their gcneral-
in-chief way desire, and the irregular to be permitted to re¬

turn to their homes ; the officers, in regard to all arms and

description* of force, giving tho usuil parole that the said
tank and file, ax well as themselves, shall n°t serve again un¬

til duly exchanged.
5. AU the materiel of war, and all public property of every

description found in the city, the caatle of San Juan d'Uluft,
and thair dependencies, to belong to the United States ; but
tho an lament of the same (not injured or destroyed in the
furthel prosecution of tho actual war) may lie considered as

liable I > b«|. restored to Mexico by a definitive treaty of peace.
6. 1 he sick and wounded Mexicans to be allowed to re¬

main the city, with such medic.il officer* and attendants

.*,->{ the wmy aa may be necessary to their care and
treatmiimr

7. Abao'ute protection is solemnly guarantied to persons in
the city, ao-f property j and it is clearly understood that no

private buying or property is to be taken or used by the forces
of the Uiut(^| States without previous arrangement with the
owners, and^r a fair equivalent.

8. Absolut freedom of religious woiship and ccremonicsis
aolemnly guufintied.

(Signed iriduplicate.)
W. J. WORTH, Brigadier General.
(JID. J. PILLOW, Brigadiei General.

I JOS. G. rori'EN, Col. and Chief Bngin'r.
I JOSE GUTIERREZ DE VILLANUEVA.
PEDRO MANUEL HERRERA.

i MANUEL ROBLES.
lick.appointed a commissioner by Commodore
If of the navy, (the gencral-in-chief not being

I able, in confluence of the roughness of the sea, to commu¬
nicate with he navy until after commissions hid been ex¬

changed,) atil being present by Gen. Scott's invitation, and
concurring ii^the result and approving thereof.hereto affixes
his name and signature.

J. H. ALLICK, Captain L'« S. Navy.
Hkaiiu.cartihs or the Armt of U. 8. of America,
Camp Washington, before Vera Cruz, Murch 27, 1817.

Approved and accepted.
WINFIELD SCOTT.
M. C. PERRY,

Commander-in-dvief U. S. N. forces Gulf of Mexico.
Vera Crcz, Makzo 27, 1847.

Approbad y accepudo.
JOSE JUAN DE LANDERO.

DE8PATCHEsi FROM COMMODORE PERRY.

Uxitid States Steamer Mississippi,
At anchor near Vera Cruz, March 21, 1847.

Sih : I have the lienor to inform the Depaitment of my ar¬
rival yesterday at this anchorage, and of the transfer of the
command of the homrtsquadron to me by Commodore Conner,
this morning at 8 o'clflck.

With great respect, i am, air, your obedient servant,
M. C. PEKRY,

Commanding Home Squadron.
The Hon. John Y. Mason,

Secretary of the N»vy, Washington.
Flag-ship Mississippi,

Off Vera Cruz, March 25M, 1847.
8ir ; The sailing of the Princcton this day for the United

States offers me an opportunity of informing the Department
| that General Scott had, on the 22d instant, the day after I as¬

sumed command of the aquadron, no far completed tbeereciion
of his b«torm tn the iw mf Vara Ura* mm mmmuikmnmr -»u>
summoning of the city, a«d, on the refusal of the Governor to

surrender, of opening his ftre at three o'clock of that day.
In confMmhy with arrangements made in the morning with

General Beott, I diiected the flotilla of small steamers and
gun-boats of the squadron, led by Commander J. Talnall, in
the Spitfire, to take a position and commence a simultaneous
fire upon the city. The order was promptly and gallantly
executed, and the fire was kept up with great animation until
late in the evening.
On visiting them at their position, I found that the two

J steamers hail nearly exhauated their ammunition, but having
received a fre»h supply during the night from this ship, tliey
at sunrise moved loa more favorable ami advanced point, and
resumed and continued their fne until recalled by signal.

At the earnest desire of myself and officers, General Scott

generously assigned a position in the trenches, to be mounted
with guns from the squadron, and workeit bv seamen. Three
8-inch Paixhans and three long 32-|M>und.r» (all that were

required) were consequently landed, and, after immense ial>or
in transporting them through the sand, in which parties from
the divisions of Generals Patterson, W orth, and Pillow, re-

I spectivcly detached by thoae officers, cheerfully participated,
the pieces were placed in position and opened upon the city
about 10 o'clock yesterday, immediately drawing upon them
a sharp fire from ihe enemy, which in a short time killed and
wounded ten of the detachment from the squadron.

In order to give all a chance to serve in the trenches, for the
honor of which there is a great though generous strife, I have
arranged that detachments from each ship in charge respec¬
tively of lieutenants, and the whole commanded by a captain
or commander, shall lie relieved every twenty f >ur hours.

I Captain Aulick, assisted by Comimnder Mackenzie, and sev¬

eral lieutenants, had the direction of mourning the guns and
opening the fire, and well and bravely was the dutv perforat¬
ed. Captain Mayo is now in charge and will be relieved in
turn.
The Ohio arrived on the 22d instant, but, in consequence

of a norther, did not reach her proper anchorage until yester¬
day afternoon. Detachments of b.iats from all the vessel* are

employed night and day in lauding from the transports the
storea and munitions of the army.

Enclosed is a list of the killed and wounded ascertained up
to this hour, (12 meridian.) with the report ofCaptain Aulick ;

also a list of the small vessels comprising the flotilla of the
squadron, all of which were engaged on the 22d instant.

I have the honor to lie your most obedient servant,
M. C. PERKY,

Commanding Home Squadron.
Hon. John Y. Mason,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington.
Unitkh States Steamer Mississippi,

Off Sacrtjicin* Island, Murch S3, 1847.
Si a I regret to announce the loss of the steamerIHuriter,

the particulars of which disaster arc detailed in the' accom¬

panying report of Lieut. McLioghlin.
I had arrived a few hours before, and fortunately, from the

admirable qualities of this ship, was enabled to go to the as¬

sistance of the three vesse ls ashore, the moment at early dawn
I discovered their distress, though it was blowing at the time
a gale.
The boats of this vessel, under the special charge of Capt.

Mayo, who volunteered his aerviee, and eomnnnded respec¬
tively by Lieuts. Decamp, Alden, and Hlunt, and Passed
Mid. Kauntleroy, happily rescued every one, more than sixty
in nilmiter, from the wrecks.

I have the honor to be, your moat obedient servant,
M. C PERKY,

Commanding Home Squadron.
To the Hon John Y. Mason,

Secretary of the Navy, Washington.
Uwiteii States Steamer Mississippi,

Anchorage near Vera Cruz, March 26, 1847.
Sm : I am writing in the midst of one of the heaviest north¬

ers I ever experienced. Twenty-three merchant vessels have
already gone ashore since morning, many of them with army
stores and munitions.
The vessels of the squadron have so far held on. The loss

of life I fear will be great. This is the third-norther we have
had since I took command, five days since, anil we have had
thirty wrecks

I write this in anticipation of the early sailing of the Prince¬
ton. fearing I should not have time in the morning. Both
the Raritan and Potomac have had vessels across their hawses.
1 am ignorant of the extent of damage done to these vessels,
but notice that the Raritan has her fore and spritsp.il yard car¬

ried away.
We have parted ona of our chains, and have not yet reco¬

vered our anchor.
It would seem to me very necessary that we should have a

spare chain and anchor for each class of vessels. They can

easily be put upon one of the ialands. Several boats have

been lost in the gale, one actually blown from the davits of
this ship ; not leu than ten small boat* aie absolutely neces¬

sary to our wants; the common iron-fastened whale-boat,
such a» aie made at New London '»r New Bedf >rd, costing
from $50 to $60, will answer very well, and they can always
be purch wed ready-made. ... > .l .«|iars of assorted kinds are also wanted. It is hoped lhat
the Iramo for the hospital, to be erected, and one or more

shed* will soon arrive. We may soon anticipate much sick¬
ness, and the rainy season is fast approaching The Ohio
and Mississippi are the only testis srrived of all those ex¬

pected ; and I have all day been feaiing lhat the former would
not hold on. The steamers are not in so much danger, as

they all work the.r wheels or propellers.
1 am. sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,

M. C. PERRY,
" Commanding Home Squadron.

P. H. We are already in want of Manilla hawsers; those
received at Norfolk being tarred ; four hawsers were in use to¬

day in this ship. One merchant vessel is partly riding bv us.

U. 8. Fug ship Mississippi,
At Anchor near Vrra Cruz, March 29, 1847.

Sir . It is with infinite satisfaction I announce to you that
the city of Vera Crux and the castle of San Juan d'Ulua were

this day occupied by garrison* of United State* troops. De-
tachments from the army and navy, with the flotilla, were in
motion early in the morning, and the American colors were

hoisted on the forts of the city and the castle at 12 » cb'rk,
under a simultaneous salute from all iha largt ol

squadron. . .

Enclosed is a copy o ;tho articles of capitulation.
I have the honor to lie, most respectlully, your obedient

servant M C pEHRi,
Commanding Home Squadron.

Hon. Johx Y. Mason,
Secretary of the Navy, W ashingtou.

LIST OF VESSELS ASHORE UNDER SACRIFICIOS.

Brig Caioline, Captain Sutton. . . .Gov t stores, bilged.
Brig Maiy Ann dodo.
SchoonerSear sutlers' do total loss.
Schr. Phebe Eliza, Cant. Howard, CJov t stores, tight, bad

[situation.
Schooner Louisa, Capt. Smith do total loss.
Schooner Eleanor do do.
Schooner Sea Nymph, Capt. Drew. do do.
Schooner Monitor, Capt. Sword.... do do.
Schooner Blanch, E. Say re do do.
Schr. Har'tSmith, Capt. Williamson do do.
Schooner Conine '. do . do.
Barque Mopang, Capt. Boobear do do.
Schooner Ellen, Capt Smith co do.
Brig Will, Capt. Deiker dodo.
Schooner Oscar Jones do oil m a few days.
Schooner T. H. Walker do total loss.
Schooner A. G. Horton do bilged.
Schooner Tionic 'J0-Brig Orion, Capt. Randall do do.
(Schooner Maiy Priam, Capt. Goline do do.
Schooner Pacific, Capt. Micks..... do total loss.
Schooner Velasco... i dodo.
Brig Ellen and Clara do doubtful.
Brig Othello do total loss.
Ship Diadem, dismasted.
Schoonei Enterprise, dismasted.
Schooner Caroline, total loss.
North of the Casile.Brigs Patterson, John Potter, Pensa-

cola, and a brig name unknown.

ADDITIONAL.
We gather the following additional particulars

front the correspondence of the New Orleans Delta:
The Mexicans variously estimato theii loss at from 500 to

1,000 killed and wounded, but all agree that the loss among
the soldiery is compaiatively small and the destruction among
the women and children is very great. Among their killed
is Gen. Felix Valdiz, an officer of some celebrity.

At the time of the surrender the Mexicans had but two

days' ammunition and three day*' subsistence, which accounts

for their generally withholding their fire during the night.
During the bombardment our army have thrown the follow¬

ing number and riw» of shot i

Army Battery.
3,000 ten-inch shells '

.. eack.
500 round shot 25
200 eighMnch howixer shells ...... 68 "

iXavy Battery.
1,000 Paixhan shot ' jj800 round shot ^

^

Musquito Fleet.
1,200 shot and shell, averaging 62

Making in all 6,700 shot and shell, weighing 463,600 11*.
The destruction in the city is most awful.one-half of it i-

destroyed. Houses are blown to pioces and furniture scatt. r

ed in every direction.the streets torn up, and the stronger
buildings seriously damaged.

Gen. Scott has certainly achieved a great, gl mous, an<

almost bloodless victory, over an enemy in a position that wa-

considered impregnable. Throughout the whole alf.tr he ha,

preserved the most j^rfect equilibrium of terflper and the char
acteristic coolness and courage of a great General and noble

soldier, and while under the necessity of demanding from th.

enemy his own terms he has tempered the vigor of thecircjm
stances with humanity.the best evidences ol a brave and com¬

petent officer.
The Engineer Corps under Col. Tottk* have applie<

themselves to the discharge of their duties as became them i»
their |K»sition, and endured the privations and exposure to th«

weather and the fire of the enemy without regard to health o.

loss of life.
No division or portion of the army has been better conduct

ed than that of the Ordnance throughout the whole of the

operations, anJ no men are entitled to a gieater degree o

credit than Capt. Hcas* and Lieut. Haost* } their duty has
been arduous, and they have lalsned nighl and day to dis¬

cbarge it, in fair weather and foul, both at the general depot
and in the entrenchments, and I saw these office s up to their
knees in water during the prevalence of the heavy norther to

rescue their stores from loss.

The Charleston Mercury has the following, de¬
rived from an officer ol the Navy :

"We understand that Gen. Scott delayed opening his
guns upon the city for eight hours to give the women and
children an opportunity of withdrawing, assuring them of

protection for themselves, and whatever pro|>erty they might
choose to carry with them. Not an individual embraced this
offer, and the subsequent destruction of women and children
during the bombardment was a source of the most painful re¬

gret to the General and the Army. Though no accurate re-

tarn had been made, it was believed that the slain in the city
during the investment exceeded eight hundred.
The city and castle surrendered unconditionally. There

have been captured between 600 and 700 cannon, of various
calibers, about 10,000 stand of arms, and a considerable
amount of military stores. There was a great abundance of

provisions and water in the city, but scnrcely any in the castle.
(»en. Scott has shown great promptitude in following up

his victory. A sufficient force to take Alvarad i whs imme¬
diately dispatched under General Quitma*. The mam army,
it is supposed, would take up the line of march for the city
of Mexico by way of the castle of Perote. Its force is full
13,000 efiectivvs. A battle was expeeted at Puente del Rey,
a strong pass, unless it could !>e turned, of which there are

good hopes.
The United States steamer Hunter was wrecked on Green

Island Reef, on the night of 'he 20ih ultimo, after bavins ta¬

ken possession of a pri/.e, supjiosed to l«e the French vessel

that run the tdockade. The officers and crew of the steame

were all saved, as were those of the prize.

|( 7*Through pure inadvertence we.spoke, in
our lust, of an article copied by us from the Spring¬
field Daily lie/iublican as being from a Connecticut
paper. Every reader, who is familiar with the
geography of "the Atlantic border, will at once per¬
ceive that the blunder proceeded from our identify*
in# the town of Springfield with the river (Con¬
necticut) whose banks it adorns and beautifies,
rather than with its political parent the State of
Massachi SETTS,

LATE FROM THE CITY OF MEXICO.

State of thp Jifvolution.Another Jlinertccitx fac¬
tory.the Full of Chihuahua.Santa Anna's
Progress to the Capital, <$-c.
The New Orleans Picayune has received a file

of papers from the city of Mexico to the 17th of
March, previous dates being only to the 27th Feb¬
ruary.

T he paper* (says the Picayune) are occupied with the
mi*?ruble detail* of ihe two factions in the city of Mexico,
one under Gomez I'arias, the Vice President, the other un¬

der (»en. Peha y Barragan. Much blood has been idled, but
without any decisive i fleet. Both parties were obstinate in
their purpose.the one of retaining power, the other of gain¬
ing it. Accounts were sent oil" speedily to Santa Anna with
details of the revolutionary attempt, and, as he fell hack from
the North, the combatants fell off in their violence, and a

kind of hollow tiuce was obsuivcd before the 17th of March.
1 urthcr mention is made of this business below ; we wish
here to rccur to another victory of tiie American arms.

L! Republicuna of the 15th March announce* that the
American arm» have triumphed in Chihuahua ; that the city
ol Chihuahua, the caoital of the State, has fallen. The
.mall force, which defeiiflcd it, My« ths HepMrmo, wt.

routed. The same number of that paper, and the number of
the 1 7th, complain that the Givernment does n it publish Uie
details of the fighting, declaring that Mexican eou-.ge is not
to be daunted by such reverses. As wo cannot, then, give the
details of the action, we may as well add the latest news of
the position and numbers of the opposing forces. It must"be
borne in mind that these accounts are Mexican.
A letter from Durango is published, dated March 4th,

which says that Gen. Garcia Conde left Chihuahua on the
19th of february, at the head of 800 cavalry, to meet the
American invaders, and had arrived on the22dat the hacien¬
da of Encinillas, which is about seventy miles north, on the
road to El Paso. Fiom Encinillas, Conde pushed forward
scouting parties, and on the 23d February moved with his
main body to the Boguilla del Pastor, which is about eighteen
miles from Encinillas, and aliout eighty nules from the hacien¬
da of Carmen. It was supposed that the United States troops,
to the number of 900, were at Carmen by the 23d, having
just marched thither from Carrizal. It was Gondii's intention
to wait at Boguilla the attack of the Americana, and he was

to be joined there by the force of Gen. Heridia, consisting of
600 infantry, 800 dragoon®, and ten pieces of artillery. The
junction had not been effected on the 23d, Gen. Heridia being
then at the hacienda of Torreon, which ia but a few miles
ei«ht or ten, we jud?e by the map.from Chihuahua.
Whether the junction was effecte I we do not know. Cende's
position is said to have been excellently chosen ; but we find
it stated that he had thrown up redoubts and blocked up the
roads in order to hold the Americans in check ami favor a re¬

treat in case ho were beaten. We cannot but infer, from the
manner in which the Republicano introduces the irobject, tha
Chihuahua did not fall till afier a battle glorious to the Ameri-
can arma.

1 he Rrptibltcano of the 17th of March repoits that certain
Indians of New Mexico, (Los Chirrtuyot,) to the number of
3,000, have risen against the Americana, and joined the pue-
bit* previously in insurrection.

Our readers will be interested in Santa Anna's movements.
He was at Cedral when he heard of the revolutionary attempt
in the city of Mexico. He wrote thence on the 3d of March,
avowing liis opposition to the attempt, and then pushed on to
Matehuala. He wrote thence on the 6th ultimo to the Secre¬
tary of War, announcing that he would march on the capital
with a large division of his force*, and put down the revolu¬
tion. Another letter of the same date to Gome* Farias is full
of kindness for him, and vengeance upon the traitor*.
The entrance of Naata Annfc into «an oa the

Sth ultimo was a triumphal one. All claaaea went out to
meet him two or three miles on the road. At night he was

serenaded and the town illuminated.
The following day he wrote a despatch to the Secretary of

War, announcing that two brigades of infantry, composed of -

4,000 men, with their corresponding batteries, were on their
march to San Luis, and they were to be followed by two
'ihers of all arma, t* the aid of th* supreme pou>ert of the
nation, treacherously attacked. This letter would lead one
to suppose conclusively that he intended to put down the at¬

tempt against Gomez Farias's adm ni.tration. He denounces
in unqualified terms the attempt at revolution at such a time.

But the day after, March 10'.hL he wrote two other lettera
io Mexico.one to Gen. Uarragitn, the head of the revolu¬
tionary party, the other to G >m»z Fariaa. In these his tore
is altered. He denounc-a civil disaenstoris, but is considerate
m aeeking terms of curtesy towards Barragan and Farias.
He conjures them to desist from further hoatilitiea in the capi-
al, and announces bis purpose of proceeding thither imme¬

diately. He tells Barragan n ,t to fear for himaelf or others
-ompiomised by the revolutionary attempt, that he haa but
.us desire, to unite all Mexicans, dec. The letter to Gomez
farias is of such political importance that we make a hasty
translation of it :

Libcbati.tq An* r, dcc , March 10, 1847.
Excellent Sth : l imbic to remain indifferent to the evils

which the heroic capital is suffering.the victim of civil mar
md all the calamine* consequent upon it.and to the trau-
¦K-endant evils which are thence extended to all the Republic,
I have determined, listening to the voice of my conscienceand
the exigencies of the nation, to submit to the sacrifice of pro¬
ceeding to the capital to assume the reins of Government, with
which I .have been entrusted by my fellow-citizens.

I coinmunica'e this for your intelligence, prayng you that
until I present myself in the capital, which wi,| he very som..
tor I shad proceed thtthci by fiircid journey*.y.u will giro
lirections to suspend hostilities of Cvtry kind, in obedience to
ihe voice of reason and humanity, which is impiously out¬
raged by the shedding of Mexican bio id, which ou/ht only to
flow on field* ot battle in driving b.ick our unjust invadera.
To Gen. Matia* de la P, nay Barragan, Chief of the Pro-

nuneiados, I haw made the same recommendation, and I trtjst
that the chiefs of both the belligerent foices will baerve the
truce indicated, in confide!*tion ol the noble viewa which im¬

pel rne to solicit it.
I transmit this for your intelligence and that it may rpceire

compliance from you out ot r.ap< ct to the patriotic ends I have
proposed to imsrlf. God and Liberty.

ANTONIO LOPEZ DE SANTA ANNA.
There followed from these letters, which were published on

the I3ih or 14th, a suspension of hostilities though each party
accused the other of violating the truce. Santa Anna bad
not arrived on the 171h, but would encounter no difficulty in
assuming power. All (>artics were waiting for him impatient¬
ly, antl each claiming that he will side with ih»*m. Repre¬
sentations had been mikde to him in abundance, and large
delegations of influential men had gone on towards San Luis
to meet and propitiate him. The report sent us by Mr. Ken¬
dall th <t he was in the capital by the 19th, and in full posses¬
sion of |>owcr, we have no doubt was tiue.

Joseph C. Nul, the "Charcoal Sketeher," in his limning
of "Trilxtla'ion Trepid, a man without a Hope," thus admi¬
rably hits oil that class ol people who are never so happy as
when they are miserable :

.'How are you, Trepid ' How do vou feel today, Mr.
Trrpul '

" Ai irreat deal worse than I was, thankee ; mo.t dead, I
nrn obliged to y..u j I'm always worse than I was, and I don't
think I was ever any letter. I'm very sore, any h -w,. l'm
not going to l»e any better ; and for the future you may always
know I m worse, without a.-king any questions, for the ques¬
tion* mike me worse if nothing else docs."

W hy, I repid, what's the matter with you
" Nothing, I tell you, in particular ; but t great deal is the

matter wi.h ine in general; and that's the danger, because we
don t know what it is. That's w hat kills people, wh «n they
can t tell what it i* : that's whafs killing me. Mv great
grandfather d ed of it, and mi will 1. The doctors don't know {

they can't tell; tluy *s> I'm we|| enough when I'm bad
enough, and so there's no help. I'm going off some of these
days, rtijht after my great grandfather, dvmgof nothing in

particular, butof every thing in general. That'a what finish**
our folks."


